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Where were you for the blizzard of 
2011? Ma ny of us were settled at 
home, watching in amaze ment as 

the snow just kept coming down. 
Several blessed souls who are read-
ing this were in warmer places at 
the time—a nd are probably thankful 

they missed it. Blizzards aren‘t al-
ways the most fun, especially shov-
eling, plowing, driving  through, and 
otherwise dealing with all the snow. 

But if we can take a step back from 
the practical side of it, there are 
really some moments to appreciate, 

even in a storm like that.  
 

A few years back, I was clearing off 
my car after a snowfall and was 
really annoyed with it, when sud-

denly I saw a few snowflakes up 
close and was amazed at their intri-
cate beauty. It stopped me in my 

tracks, and I stood there marveling 
at how God can put so much beauty 
into something so small and tempo-
rary. From a distance, this recent 

blizzard looked like blowing snow, 
but really it was billions and billions 
of tiny works of art, flying through 
the air. We worship a God who is 

generous with beauty; pick up a 
handful of snow the next opportu-
nity you have, and see for yourself! 
 

The other great thing about snow is 

how it sounds. There is a certain 
kind of quiet that a snowfall brings. 
Even light snowfalls soak up a lot of 
the sounds we‘re used to outside. 

But with so many cars and trucks 
off the road during a nd after the 
blizzard, the quiet was stunning. In 
1 Kings 19:11-12, we hear about one 

of Elijah‘s encounters with God: 
(God) said, “Go out and stand on the 
mountain before the LORD, for the 
LORD is about to pass by.” Now there 

was a great wind, so st rong that it 
was splitting mountains and break-
ing rocks in pieces before the LORD, 

but the LORD was not in the wind; 
and after the wind an earthquake, 
but the LORD was not in the earth-
quake; and after the earthquake a 

fire, but the LORD was not in the fire; 
and after the fire a sound of sheer 
silence.   
 

I hope you were able to find a few 
moments to listen to the silence— 
and maybe say a prayer, then listen 
for God‘s presence. Prolonged, stun-

ning silence is rare in our world 
these days, but you don‘t have to 
have a huge mystical encounter to 
experience God. Even if you pause 

long enough in your daily life to 
take a few deep breaths, it can re-
mind you of the Holy Spirit, who is 

always present and breathing new 
life into you. It was into ordinary 
life that Jesus was born, and it‘s in 
both the storms and the silence that 

God is with us. 
 

Peace, 
Pastor Dirk 

Blizzard Blessings 
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Messiah always seems to come to-

gether when there is a need, this time 
it was a bit closer to home. With the                                                                        
record snowfall February 2 a nd 3, the 
following people stepped up and 

helped clear the way: Louie Sharp and 
Joe Schuhknecht worked Wednesday 
and Thursday to open up the lots with 
their plows. Gary Polk and Allen Cook 

used their snow blowers to open up 
the sidewalks. With this, large piles of 
snow were the result. With the help of 

Jack Olson, a front-end loader was se-

cured to help clear and move the snow 
from the lots onto the grass and reten-
tion pond areas. There were numerous 
other individuals who helped shovel 

the walks and spread salt during this 
time. Take a moment to tha nk 
this crew for helping to keep the 
areas around Messiah safe! 
 

Dave Kimes 
Council President, 526-6507 

Special Thanks! 

The week of March 9 (Ash Wednesday), 95 readers (so 

far), will begin reading the Bible in 90 days (the 40 
days of Lent and the 50 days of Easter). If you are not 
―officially‖ part of the reading group, but want to read 
on your own, texts being read will be listed in the bul-

letin each week, or—you can use the list below as a 
guide. Also, each week during Lent and Easter our wor-
ship service will focus on a person, place or thing from 
the portion of scripture being read. During these two 

liturgical seasons our sanctuary will be filled with im-
ages from God‘s Holy Word, as from Ash Wednesday 
until Pentecost we travel from Genesis to Revelation. 
 

March 13 Genesis 1:1–Exodus 40:39—Thing: The Image 

of God 
March 20 Leviticus 1:1–Deuteronomy 23:11—Place: 

Jericho 
March 27 Deuteronomy 23:12–1 Samuel 28:19—

Person: Samson 
April 3 1 Sa muel 28:20–2 Kings 25:30—Person:  
 Solomon 

April 10 1 Chronicles 1:1–Nehemiah 13:14—Thing:            
The Jerusalem Temple 

April 17*  Nehemia h 13:15–Psalm 89:13—Person: 
Simon Peter  

April 24*  Psalm 89: 14–Isaiah 13:22—Thing: The Linen 

Wrappings  
May 1 Isaiah 14:1–Jere miah 33:22—Thing: The 

Palms of God 
May 8 Jeremiah 33:23–Daniel 8:27—Thing: Dreams 

May 15  Daniel 9:1–Matthew 26:56—Place: The 
Mount of Olives 

May 22 Matthew 26:57–Acts 6:7—Person: The Older 
Brother 

May 29 Acts 6:8 – Philemon 25—Person: Philemon 
June 5 Hebrews 1:1–Revelation 22:21 Place: Heaven 
June 12  Reading Completed —Thing: The Holy Spirit 
 

*On April 17  and 24, Palm Sunday and Easter,  and on Pentecost 

Sunday,  June 12,  we will use traditional lectionary texts in worship. 
 

Image of God 

As part of the Bible in 90 Days series – week 1, Image 
of God – kids of all ages are invited to bring their 
school pictures and place them on the large ―Sun‖ in 
the Gathering Place. 

 

Read Along with the Bible in 90 Days! 

Ash Wednesday and Lent 
 
Ash Wednesday is March 9. Worship with Holy Com-

munion and the Imposition of Ashes will be held at 
12:30 and 7:30p m. Midweek Lenten services begin the 
next week using the following schedule: 
 

6:30pm   Soup Supper 
7pm  Pathway Huddle Groups Meet 
7:25pm  Prayer at the Cross 

7:30pm  Holden Evening Prayer 
 

Lenten speakers will be participants in ―The Bible in 90 

Days‖, and a Lenten hint: brush up on your Bible geog-
raphy and trivia. 

By Faith Rahab 
 
Women‘s Spring Brunch (a brunch for the Messiah 

women served by the Messiah men) 
 

May 7, 2011 
10am–Brunch 
11am–Worship with Holy Communion, focusing on the 

Biblical character Rahab (see Joshua 2: 1-21) 
Details to come. 
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With Open Hands 
 

―The life of prayer is a life w ith open hands.‖ 

-Henri Nouw en 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Do you have a prayer journal? Ha ve you ever 
tried writing a letter to God? What would you 

say?   
 
Our Quiet Time with God meditation group 
includes the opportunity to keep a personal 

prayer journal. By taking time to converse 
with God about whatever may be on our 
hearts, we find strength, peace and hope for 
the week ahead. 

 
Bring your open hands and your open heart, 
and join us on Monday evenings, 6 -7:30pm, 

upstairs in the Spirituality Center. 
 

Gift of the Spirit for March 
 

From Nouwen‘s book, With Open Hands—    
 

     Speak gently in my silence, O God. 
     When the noises around me, 

     and the distractions of my own fears, 
     pull me away from you,  
     teach me that you are he re. 
     Open my hands to receive the gift of yourself. 

                                                         Amen. 

Notes from the 
 

Messiah Spirituality Center 

Pas tor D awn H ass, (815) 404- 3431 

Walking in the Word 
 

Remember the challenge to read the 31 chapters of 
Proverbs in 31 days last 
spring?  Well this month‘s 
tip to spending time in the 

Word is a slightly different 
variation. Just match your 
reading of Proverbs with 
the calendar. On day 12 

read chapter 12, and so on. 
It doesn‘t matter if you 
miss a few days or a month. You can read those 

missed chapters next month. I ha ve been doing this 
for several years now, and I am not sure that I have 
ever hit all of the chapters. Then again, the ones 
that I know I have read again and again seem to hit 

me over the head and say ―pay attention!  This is 
important!‖ Oh yeah, I do cheat and read chapter 31 
out of sequence just to make sure it is not missed.  
 

Steve Karnatz, 526-2055 

 February Council Highlights 
Mike Anderson 

 

The February council meeting was snowed out by the 
blizzard of 2011; the next council meeting will be 
March 1, at 7pm in the Martin Luther Center.  
  

New Life Support Group 
 

Are you or someone you know  

going through a divorce? 

 
Divorce is a very stressful process full 
of complicated decisions. You don‘t 
have to go through it alone! 
 

The New Life Support Group is for 
women who are considering divorce, 

currently separated, recovering from 
the process or reflecting on their past experiences with 
divorce. We meet on Sundays from 10:30a m to noon in 
the Spirituality Center (at the top of the stairs near the 

Enrichment Center). Free childcare is available. 
 

For more information call Doree at 471-8461 or e-mail 

Rhonda at vrrhonda@yahoo.com. 

The VOICE of Messiah is found at this web site. 
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Med Packs due March 6 
Thank you to all those who took 

a Bright Hope International Med 
Pack to fill. They need to be re-
turned to church by March 

6. This year‘s Med Packs will be 
distributed in Haiti, Uganda and 
Kenya. The items in the Med 
Pack can reduce the rate of in-

fection, ease pain, prolong life 
and bring hope to those who 
need it. Past campaigns have 
shown that the Bibles that are 

included with the Med Packs are 
a tremendous blessing to the 
communities that receive them. These Bibles are often 
used to teach reading in the schools as well as to teach 

God‘s Word in the churches. Med Packs are also a won-
derful ministry resource for Bright Hope‘s Partner De-
velopers living in the country, giving them a tool to 

reach out to the communities they minister in, lending 
legitimacy to their work. 
 

Bright Hope International Tour  

The members of Good Samaritan Ministry will be tak-
ing a tour of Bright Hope International located in Hoff-
man Estates the evening of Tuesday, April 5. The tour 
can accommodate twenty, so there is room for a few 

additional people. If you would like to join us, please 
contact Jo Ann, 540-0835 or jaisleb@comcast.net. 

Thank You Letter from  

Sagrado Corazon Church in  Waukegan 

The following letter was received from Sagrado Cora-
zon Church in Waukegan. The thank you they ex-
pressed should be shared with our entire congregation 
since you are the ones who support our projects and 

make them possible.  
 

January 11, 2011 
 

Dear Lana and Jo Ann, 
 

Now that the craziness of the holidays is over and we 
are back to normal, Lupita and I want to thank you 

and all the members of Messiah on behalf of everyone 
at Sagrado Corazon. We know that you both are not in 
charge of these three activities (backpacks, food bas-
kets and Christmas gifts) but we wanted to ask for one 

more favor. If you could please thank the m for us. Let 
them know that their help, support and prayers are 
very much appreciated and that our members are very 

grateful for their generosity. Thank the boys and girls 
for their t ime and effort. We know it takes many hours 
of organization and the fact that they do all of these 
things without knowing us but through the love and 

faith in God is ever more appreciated. 
 

God bless you all... 
 

Sincerely, 
Lupita and Elia 
 

Good Samaritan  

Jo Ann Isleb, 540 0835 

Food Pantry 
Please consider bringing some food to church for the 

food pantry. In December the Wauconda/Island Lake 
Food Pantry served 14 new households, and in Janu-
ary there were 18 new households. In December there 

were donations from 64 individuals, businesses, 
churches or organizations. In January donations were 
received from only 18 individuals or 
groups. So as the need continues to be 

critical, the number of donations re-
ceived have declined.  
 

The following is the first half of a list 

identified by the food pantry as the 
top items needed—the second half of 
the list will be included next month:  

cereal 
shampoo 
soap 
crackers 

rice/Rice-a-Roni 
laundry detergent 
toothpaste/toothbrush 
paper products 

diapers (any size) 
feminine products 

Below: This letter was received from a grandparent 

whose grandchildren received gifts through the Angel 

Tree program 
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Adult Forum 
 

Looking to explore the Bible, but you don‘t know where to start? Are you interested in 
growing in your faith? God loves questions, because it‘s through asking that we ex-

plore and grow! Messiah will be offering lots of learning opportunities this coming 
year, and you don‘t have to be an expert to get involved. Here are some brief descrip-
tions of the sessions we‘ll have on Sunday mornings at 9 and 10:30a m: 
 

They Are Us: Lutherans and Immigration 
Sunday,  March 6:  Chapters 7-8, ―Standing in the 
Breach, What‘s Next?‖ 
 

Sunday,  March 13:  Rev. Hector Garfias, Associate to 
the Bishop, Metropolitan Chicago Synod: ―Immigration, 
the Luthera n Church, and Hispanic Church Traditions‖ 
 

We hope you‘ll join us for this important study/
discussion.  

 
Photos and Faith – Pastor Dirk will lead a session on the spirituality of capturing stories and beauty through p ho-

tography. He‘ll also give some tips on making your photos better. Bring a significant photo or two from your 
life to share with the group. 

 

Family Dinner Cinema Night – Explore your faith and connect with others! On these Saturdays, we‘ll meet for a 
potluck dinner at 5p m in the Gathering Place. The movie starts at 6pm in the Sa nctuary, and we‘ll talk for a little 

while afterwards about how the story connects with our faith a nd our lives. 
March 12, 2011 – The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the Witch, and the Wardrobe 
May 21, 2011 – The Chronicles of Narnia: Prince Caspian 
 

For more information on these opportunities, please contact Suzanne DeLaCruz at 487-4240 or Pastor Dirk van 
der Duim at 526-7161 or pastordirk@messiah-wauconda.org.  

 Date 9am 10:30a m 

3/6 They Are Us  

A Life Worth  

Living 

3/13 Hispanic Immigration 

A Life Worth  

Living 

3/20 Photos and Faith Photos and Faith 

3/27 Genetics Statement 

Genetics  

Statement 

Christian Education 

Dani elle Boreczky, 307- 5938 and Sheree Star k, 963- 1504, C o-directors  

During the Big Apple Adventure: Where Faith & Life 

Connect, the theme for this year‘s Vacation Bible 
School (VBS), June 13-17, kids will have a chance to 
discover that faith and life do connect. They will hear 
about people in the Bible who stepped out in faith and 

connected with Jesus Christ, the Son of the Living God. 
Kids will discover how they, too, can step out in faith 
beginning with a relationship with Jesus as Savior and 
Lord. They will discover that living  a life of faith 

means sharing the message of Jesus Christ with their 
world, just like they will hear in Bible stories that tell 
about connecting with faith, love, trust, others and life! 
This will be a week full of spiritual adventure with mu-

sic, games, art, stories and snacks that will transport 
the kids to the Big Apple and all of the excitement and 
fun that goes along with visiting a big city!  
 

The registration form for VBS is on page 11. More in-
formation will be in the April and May VOICE a nd will 
be coming to Messiah families via e-mail a nd on the 
Messiah website.  
 

Registration is now open! Please leave completed regis-
tration forms and payment in the ma rked bins located: 

outside the Christian Education Office, in the Gather-

ing Place, in the offering  plates or in the church office. 
Forms and payment can also be sent via mail. Vacation 
Bible School runs June 13-June 17 from 9a m to noon. 
The program is geared for children who will be 4 years 

old by June 1 through those children who will be en-
tering 5th grade in the fall. We encourage all the chil-
dren to bring a friend fro m school or their neighbor-
hood to share the love of Jesus.  
 

As always, VBS could not happen without the help and 
dedication of many volunteers! Please use the registra-
tion form to let us know how you would like to help 

this year. If you are entering the 7th grade or older, we 
would love to have your help! Those students who are 
entering 6th grade are welcome to team up with their 
mom or dad and help as a team. The teen spots do fill 

quickly, so don‘t delay in getting in on the fun. If you 
would like to help, please fill out the registration form 
and turn it  in to us so that we can begin planning for 
our valuable volunteers.  

 

(Conti nued on page 7)  
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Pathway, the confirmation progra m for 6th-8th grade 

students here at Messiah, has been up to God-things!  
On Wednesday, January 12, we celebrated our Family 
Worship Night with our entire Messiah family. The 
theme was ―See Christ Be Christ‖ and focused on sev-

eral passages of scripture (Matthew 5:14-16 for exam-
ple) that challenged attendees to transition from dark-
ness (judgment, fear, worry)  into the light (Christ‘s 
grace, mercy and love). The theme was well-framed by 

the lighting: the evening  of worship began in near total 
darkness and throughout the worship experience, light 
gradually increased. I preached a sermon, which chal-
lenged hearers to avoid the familia rity and comfort that 

one can have in darkness and instead move into the 
light of Christ—all this is done by learning about and 
modeling the life of Christ. 
 

In addition, Pathway celebrated a Night of Worship on 

Wednesday, January 26, in which participants of the 
Pathway program learned about various ways of wor-
shipping God—singing, dancing, speaking, lifting 

hands, bowing—while the band Northern Cross minis-
tered songs of worship throughout the evening. Thanks 
to Dale Trippet and Northern Cross for a wonderful 
evening of worship! 
 

Finally, the Finks (high school leaders who help run the 
Pathway program) went on a leadership-training retreat 
from February 4 to 6 at Phantom Ranch. The weekend 
was themed ―When God‘s Story Becomes Our Mission: 

Five Commitments of Effective Christian Leaders.‖  

Throughout the weekend, Finks learned how Jesus' in-

carnation, life, crucifixion, resurrection, and Parousia 
ought to shape the way we lead. Students learned to be 
present (Jesus‘ incarnation), live like Jesus (life of Je-
sus), image the great reversal (Jesus‘ crucifixion), pull 

victory from defeat (Jesus‘ resurrection), and be trans-
formational (Jesus‘ Parousia). 
 

Some important dates to keep in mind: 
 

Wednesda y, March 9, 2011  
Ash Wednesday service  
No Pathway huddle group break-out 
 

Wednesda y, March 16, 2011 – Wednesday, April 13, 2011  

Lenten services  
Huddle group leaders will meet together at Messiah  
6:45–7:20pm a nd Lente n services will begin at 7:30pm 
 

Wednesda y, April 6, 2011 
Affirmation of Baptism statement of faith due 
 

Wednesda y, April 20, 2011 
Affirmation of Baptism inte rviews with Jamie and a  
pastor 
 

Wednesda y, April 27, 2011 
8th grade rehearsal for Affirmation of Baptism Sunday 

worship experience 
 

Sunda y, May 1 

Affirmation of Baptism worship experience, 10:30 am 
 

Pathway—When God’s Story Becomes Our Mission 

Jamie Frazer, 670- 3170 

Thanks for supporting our Manna/Scrip Card pro-

gram. Using  the cards helps support Messiah minis-
tries at no extra cost to you.  
 

Remember to keep your car in good running order 

during these cold northern Illinois winters. This winter 
has been especially challenging. Make sure your tires 
are property inflated and change the oil regularly. Pick 

up a Jiffy Lube card, or if you prefer to do it yourself, 
pick up an AutoZone card.  
 

Since the groundhog couldn‘t even make it out of its 

den, we don‘t know when winter will end. If you are 
tired of all this snow and ice, start checking out spring 
planting ideas. Many stores are stocking up—Ace 
Hardware, Home Depot, Lowe‘s, and Menards. Think 

about using a couple Manna cards if you‘re going to 
need new gardening tools or if you need a big ticket 
item such as a new lawnmower, patio furniture or per-

haps a new grill. Go green and think about a rain bar-

rel or a compost bin. 

Keep it simple for Lent. Make a pot of soup, and curl 
up with a good book from Barnes & Noble (a 9% per-
cent return to Messiah.) In addition to best-seller 
books, they have kid‘s games, DVDs, Blu-ray, and 

many gift  ideas. Stores are located in Deer Park, Crys-
tal Lake and Vernon Hills. Maybe you‘re ready for an 
electronic book reader.  
 

St. Patrick‘s Day will be here soon, and you‘ll need to 
stock up on some corned beef and cabbage—pick up a 
grocery store Manna card—Jewel, Dominick‘s, Meijer‘s, 

Joe Caputo‘s, Wal-Mart. Reme mber—using Manna 
cards returns a percentage back to Messiah at no extra 
cost to you. Use Manna cards for your everyday pur-
chases or for gifts for birthdays or other special occa-

sions.  
 

Sally Lubeno, 526-9308 

Manna Cards 
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February 13 was a very interesting day for Boy 
Scout Troop 90. We participated in a ceremony 
where Cub Scouts cross over to Boy Scouts. The 
troop has five new scouts. Later in the day, there 

was an Eagle Court of Honor for Paul Boorsma, 
Scott Nielsen, and Steven Schumacher. These three 
scouts have earned 89 merit badges—had 200 
nights of camping,  been on seven high adventure 

trips from Florida to Manitoba Canada, and per-
formed over 250 hours of Eagle service project 
work. One of the highlights of the ceremony was 
when the Ma rines gave each of the scouts a KA-BAR 

knife. Representative Beaubien supplied the scouts 
not only a letter, but a recognition certificate from 
the Illinois House of Representatives. Looking for-

ward to our troop activities, the scouts will be con-
centrating on first aid with a first aid meeting in 
early April. We also have a new scout campout 
planned for the new scouts to learn about the out-

doors and the Boy Scout methods in Ap ril.. Steven Schumacher, Paul Boorsma and Scott Nielsen 

Boy Scout Troop 90 

Vinnie Jordan, 526-3316 

A.A. & Al-Anon  
Support Groups 

Meet Weekly in the Evening at the Rock  

(ranch house at NW corner of parking lot)  

 

Tuesday           7p m       AA meeting - Tom 526-5734 
Wednesday      6:45pm   AA meeting (Each Step  
              Forward) - Robyn 526-7513   

Wednesday       8pm     Al-Anon meeting (Port in    
              the Storm) - Donna T. 438-  
              3014 
Thursday          7pm     AA meeting - Tom 526-5734 

Friday               7:30pm   AA (Polish speaking  
                 meeting) - Tom 526-5734 

(Christian Education conti nued from page 5) 
 

Easter Egg Hunt 
On Easter Sunday, April 24, after the 10:30am service 
all children 5th grade and under are invited to join in 

the fun of our annual Easter egg hunt. Bring your 
Easter basket to church with you and plan to hunt for 
eggs—rain or shine. We need to fill over 1,000 eggs 
and need donations of new or used plastic eggs! If you 

can donate plastic eggs, please leave them in the 
marked basket outside the Christian Education Office. 

Generosity Team 
It is hard to believe it is March. Pretty soon the 

snow will be all gone and we will see all the won-
ders of spring and how God can show so much 
beauty. The changing of the seasons do not affect 

the daily operations of Messiah. Every day there are 
wonderful things going on for the benefit of fur-
thering God‘s church. Are you currently playing  an 

active part in the growth of our church? 

Now is the time to take an assessment of how in-
volved you are in your church. What are your g ifts 
and talents that you can use to further God‘s work 

at Messiah? Are you waiting to be asked? Take the 
first step in talking to one of the leaders or asking 

one of the pastors what you could do to contribute.  

Please remember to do everything you can to keep 
up with your giving. It is greatly appreciated. If you 
are interested in having your contributions auto-

matically deducted out of your account on a regular 
basis, contact Steve Snow to set up a Simply Giving 

process.  

Any questions about Stewardship, please call Dave 

Jarcik at 809-3418.  

Thanks,  

Tom Meyer and the Generosity Team 



This month we‘ll discuss the provision and preparation 

of food for our PADS guests.  
 

Messiah hosts PADS the first Saturday each month, and 
our site accepts 35-45 guests. At least two weeks prior 

to that, we decide on a menu, breaking it down into 
necessary ingredients. That list is posted in the Gather-
ing Place for people to sign up for food donations. We 

are also very grateful for monetary donations that we 
use to purchase whatever food supplies are not do-
nated. The morning of PADS, donations are inventoried 
and sorted into the meals for which they were re-

quested. Then we shop. Because we provide food for 
three meals for between 35 and 45 guests, this is no 
small undertaking. A group of dedicated volunteers 
gathers to cook the evening meal and prepare the 

breakfast casserole that is served the next morning. We 
feel it is important to provide a hot breakfast. Gener-
ally, cereal and a variety of breads are also available. 

The overnight shift volunteers make and pack lunches 

consisting of two sandwiches, a fruit, snack, and drink. 
Lunches are given to guests as they board the bus.  
 

These are the highlights of what our amazing food co-

ordinator, Martha Le mke, does each month. One thing I 
must add is food donations have decreased and, as 
you‘ve heard me say before, the need has increased 

dramatically. I know how hard it is to stretch your 
food dollars each week. But consider this:  Just $14 
provides shelter and three meals for one PADS guest. 
Consider downsizing your ‗venti‘ drink to a ‗grande‘ a 

couple of times a week and donating the difference to 
PADS for food. It won‘t make much difference to you, 
but it will be huge for those we serve.  
 

Thank you for everything you do. 
Candace Leonard, 344-5983 

PADS at Messiah 
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―Loving God, we give our thanks for the gift of our 
hands. Give us the grace to see our hands as you see 
them, as instruments of grace and life. May the knit-

ting of our hands be the knitting  of your heart. Use 
our hands, O God, to carry out your works of mercy 
and love. May the shawls our hands create bring 
blessing to those they wrap in love and healing to 

those upon whom they rest. Amen.‖ 
 

Please join us the first Monday of every month from 

2:30 to 4pm in the Spirituality Center. No knitting  
experience is necessary. Materials needed are size 
13 or 15 needles, three skeins of Lion Brand Home-
spun yarn, and a desire to be a blessing for others.  
 

If you know someone who is in need of or who 
would appreciate a prayer shawl, please contact 

Mary or Ba rb. If you are not a knitter and would like 
to contribute to this ministry, donations are greatly 
appreciated to offset the cost of the yarn. (Or you 
could donate three skeins of Lion Bra nd Homespun 

yarn or $20.) 
 

Mary McCann, 381-3861 

Barb Lindquist, 438-7410 

Tai Chi 
 

Do you experience pain, stiffness and fa-
tigue? Could your balance be improved? 
Do you have any form of arthrit is?  
 

If any of the above pertain to you, come 
over to the Foglia YMCA on Thursday 
mornings from 10-11 a nd join the seniors 

in the tai chi class. This is sponsored by 
the Ela Township 55+ (seniors). 

 

Tai chi combines slow, gentle movements and 

stretches with deep breathing and relaxation to 
build strength and flexibility. You can be experi-
enced or a brand new candidate—55 or much, much 

older—man or woman—it matters not. Come join 
us. 
 

If you‘d like more information, e-mail or call me. 

Barb Henkel, barbhenk@comcast.net or 438-3655. 
 

We enjoyed (as always) 4 Strings Attached on Jan. 23. 
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But seek first His kingdom and His 

righteousness, and all these things 
will  be given to you as well.  
Matthew 6:33 

Hunting for leprechauns, sipping leprechaun shakes and 

searching for the glimme ring pot of gold at the end of 
the rainbow are some of the activities our Kids Club chil-
dren will be focusing on as we welcome March. While 
little leprechauns may be excited to find a pot of gold, 

we will learn that the most wonderful thing to seek is 
God‘s kingdom and His righteousness. We will celebrate 
the arrival of spring on March 20 with flower bouquets 
and don our Dr. Seuss hats in honor of his birthday 

(March 2,1904).  
 

We‘d like to invite you to ―Mardi G ras Café‖ on Sunday, 

March 6. Pa ncakes, baked egg dishes and Mardi Gras fun 
will be served up from 8:30am-12:00pm. Proceeds from 
this fundraising event will be used to purchase new 
equipment for Messiah‘s Kids Club. 
 

Our spring break program will run the week of March 28
-April 1. To register for Sp ring Break, visit our website at 

messiah-wauconda.org or call the office at 526-7112. 
 

Summer camp will be starting at the end of May, just 
around the corner, for childre n grades K-5. Watch for 

upcoming information on Messiah‘s website. 
 

Happy spring, 

Eileen Miller, Director 
 

Messiah Preschool 

News 

February was a month filled with extra love! We 
celebrated Jesus‘ love and the wonderful love of 

our friends and families. The children enjoyed 
lots of building together—building  structures 
and building friendships this month. And oh, 
the fun with the snow! Snow drifts taller than 

our preschoolers made for tremendous excite-

ment and fascinating discussions. 

 

In March, our teachers introduce a weather unit 
as we begin to watch for spring‘s arrival (and 
wonder if those giant snow piles will ever melt).  

 

Parent/teacher conferences are planned to help 
families celebrate the wonderful growth and 

progress of their child ren this school year.  
 

Mark your calendars for Sunday, March 13! The 
preschool is planning a Jim Gill Concert event 

for families from 3 to 4:30p m that afternoon. 
Families are invited to join us for a fun-filled 
afternoon of great children‘s music! There will 

also be a live auction and raffles to benefit the 
preschool. Our Scholastic book fair will also be 
open during this time—you can pick up some 
great books for your family. Check the church 

bulletins and preschool flyers and posters for 
more details. 
 

Registration for the 2011-2012 school year is 

ongoing, and many classes are already full, so 
tell your family and friends to join us soon for 
a tour and introduction to the wonderful learn-

ing experience at Messiah‘s preschool! Contact 
us at luhl@messiahluthe ranpreschool.org or 
526-7479. 
 

Blessings, 
Lynda Janezic 
 

Nature discovery at the sensory table 
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Pastor Da wn Mass love s to include 

props during her sermon s. Left: 

“Closing the Back Door.” Right: Jeff 

Schroeder holds three heavy bricks 

labeled resentment, anger and 

grudges. Twenty-five minutes later his 

arms were quite tired as Pastor 

Dawn’s sermon wa s finished. She 

certainly made her point. Below: Julie 

Kendrick and Sally Lubeno give a 

plug for “The Bible in 90 Days.” 

Happenings at Messiah  

The ladies luncheon on January was another great succe ss. At left, we see the com-

mittee and the presenters from Good Shepherd: Rita, Nancy Karnatz, Jill Wright, 

Noreen Rabe, Marilyn Dick and Pastor Sam. Thanks to all those involved.  
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Birthdays  
Brandau, Shannon 1 
Brauer, Ingrid 1 

Grosche, N avelle 1 
Moor head, Shannon 1 

Ornig, M atthew 1 
Pel diak, C arley 1 

Sandq uist,  Al yssa 1 

Dennis,  Es ter  2 
Fishburn, Bill 2 

Meyer, Jake 2 
Schoepke, Lauren 2 

Simchak, Kaitl yn 2 

Aus ter a, Brian 3 
Bobowski, Brayden 3 

Brandt, M arty 3 
Eck, Steve 3 

Fehsenfeld, Oli vi a 3 
Felder man, Kr ystal  3 

Graber, Shea 3 

Hellios, Daniell e 3 
Kidder, Emma-Leigh 3 

Pedersen, Victoria 3 
Penar , Amanda 3 

Penar , Samantha 3 

Pickup, Kaylee 3 
Gal e, Sydney 4 

Kraus, Kirsten 4 
Snow, Judy 4 

Ugland, Ti m 4 
Wei th, Cindy 4 

Wirth, Nicole 4 

Kul owitch, Ed 5 
Roeder, Gr aham 5 

Roeder, Ian 5 
Klesch, Mackenzie 6 

Lulis,  Anna 6 

Nedli,  Kati e 6 
Schr oeder, Jeff 6 

Bel monti, Judi  7 
Claiborne, Adam 7 

Crispe, Sandr a 7 
Diol, Kati e 7 

Doucet, Alissa 7 

Kashmier,  Sandy 7 
Log an, Gr egor y 7 

Lubeno, Sara 7 
Pagano, Jenna 7 

Shepherd, Susan 7 
Wozny, Paul  7 

Franger, Rhonda 8 
Gonzalez, Davi d Jr. 8 

Kali noski , Sean 8 

Mau, Laura 8 
Reyes, Jodie 8 

Stapl eton, Karrie 8 
Vrenios , Kevi n 8 

Hal vorsen, Bev 9 

Leonar d, C andy 9 
Mantell, Brad 9 

Murphy, M egan 9 
Nehmzow, Elizabeth 9 

Ruhnke, Beth 9 
Swanson, Bri an 9 

Ulrich, C hristopher  9 

Campbell,  Valeri e 10 
Mer kle, Casey 10 

Pahlow, Vanessa 10 
Wright,  Todd 10 

Briscoe, Jessica 11 

Byrd, Oli vi a 11 
Cher ney, Linda 11 

Graber, Heather  11 
Hahn, Ki m 11 

Soll enberger , Lydi a 11 
Spi ess, Gl oria 11 

Bobis, C arl  12 

Costello,  Bri an 12 
Shaver, M egan 12 

Wor tmann, Julie 12 
Blasi us, Erica 13 

Schuhknecht,  Joe 13 

Stone-Zinke, Debor ah    13 
Dick, Darr ell 14 

Diol, Jessica 14 
Engel brecht, Jeremy 14 

Ferguson, Chuck 14 
Gor don, D ebi  14 

MacLagan, Erni e 14 

Marsek, D ani el  14 
Offenwanger, Kel sie 14 

Sandq uist,  Fred 14 
Siegel,  Ai den 14 

Stanger, Jacl yn 14 
Berg, Jennifer  15 

McNulty,  Tom Jr.  15 
Wor tmann, Toom 15 

Eck, Glenn 16 

Johnson, Bob 16 
Shr opshire, D orothy 16 

Uhl, M elissa 16 
Beelow, Br eannin 17 

Crispe, Sara 17 

Fewkes, D anielle 17 
Grawe, Sean 17 

Janezic , Al exandria 17 
Schil dkraut, Kathy 17 

Diver, Laurel  18 
Erfort , Allison 18 

Grosche, D ani elle 18 

Jackson, Savanna 18 
McIntosh, M acKenzi e 18 

Miller, Amy 18 
Wersyn, Andrea 19 

Pate, Andrea 20 

Rodifer, Victoria 20 
Campbell,  Anthony 21 

Fortunato, Alex 21 
Kar natz, D erek 21 

Dettmann, Fai th 22 
Frendreis,  Jacob 22 

Haremza, N aomi 22 

Hartmann, Abigail  22 
Hueckstaedt, Ki m 22 

Nelson, Jeff 22 
Nelson, Tyler  22 

Niziolek, Charlotte 22 

Schuhknecht,  Laura 22 
Sosnowski, Amy 22 

Char nog orsky, All y 23 
Gai de, Dani el 23 

Gar danier,  Dillon 23 
Howell,  Shannah 23 

Kristof, D ebbi e 23 

Lubeno, Jeri  23 
Rector, Genevieve 23 

Rossetti,  Cindy 23 
Ulrich, Mar y 23 

DeFontaine, Christopher  24 
Funk, Justi n 24 

Grau, Olaf 24 
Seagren, Aver y 24 

Bur meister , D avid 25 

Ciezak, Lori  25 
Frey, Bonnie 25 

Hueckstaedt, Kevi n 25 
Nikolich, Jessica 25 

Ulrich, Sar ah 25 

Behm, Sarah 26 
Grawe, Liz  26 

Murphy, D on 26 
Olson, John 26 

Siegel,  Rayn 26 
Thompson, R achel  26 

Burton, Owen 27 

Roman, Kar yn 27 
Schill aci, Jenny 27 

Sei denzahl , Dave 27 
Weaver, D an 27 

Danner, Evan 28 

Fortunato, Miranda 28 
Gifford, Charlie 28 

Jarci k, Andr ew 28 
Johnson, Amy 28 

Kutschat, Paulette 28 
Mass, Dawn 28 

Vezensky, Steve 28 

Zietlow, D ave 28 
Causero, Kell y 29 

Felder man, Ben 29 
Reed, Kr ys ten 29 

Blomberg, Kei th 30 

Heisner, D enise 30 
Bel monti, Gabriella 30 

Bel monti, Oliva 30 
Flanagan, Patrick 31 

Grigaliunas, Vic  31 
Hacker, Ashl ey 31 

Katsma, C hristine 31 

McCarte, Kyla 31 
Pease, Alexis  31 

It's Ma rch, and there are only three more week-

end quilting e vents before our summer break. 
Why not join us? We are a small group and 
could really use some extra hands to help us cut 
squares, tie knots to keep our quilt layers to-

gether, or sew fabric squares together. This does not 
need to be a regular commitment but rather join us 
whenever you can. We always say ―come when you can 
and leave when you must.‖ The schedule for the next 

three months is: Friday night March 4, 7-9 and  Satur-
day morning Ma rch 5, 8:30-noon; April 15 and 16; May 
13 and 14 (lunch at a restaurant following.) 
 

On March 6 look for the table set-up in the Gathering 
Place where our quilting  will be demonstrated. Grace 
will be at her machine sewing squares together; Alice, 
Barb, and Nancy will be tying; and Marilyn, Judi, and 

Judy will be cutting squares. Karen, Deanna, Sharon, 

Lisa, Norma and Cheryl will greet those of you 

who visit our table. Jackie sends her greetings 
from Florida. 
 

Our quilts are made with love from ― recycled‖ 
fabric (donated fabric.) When the quilts are fin-

ished by us, always with an appliquéd heart in the cor-
ner, they are delivered by Ellen to the distribution cen-
ter in Elg in where they are shipped to those in need all 

over the world. Remember the floods, hurricanes, tor-
nados, earthquakes, fires and other disasters?  Our 
quilts and hundreds from other churches are sent to 
keep those people warm and to give the m shelter and 

privacy. When we have a good quantity to send, we dis-
play them in church. Look for the display on our pews 
March 6 and May 15. 
 

Barb Lindquist, 438-7410 
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Quilting 



 

Ads for The VOICE 
 

We are striving to help bring more attention to lo-

cal causes here in Wauconda. We are asking you to 
consider sponsoring a space in our church newslet-
ter on behalf of an organization in this community 

that serves those in need but is not able to easily 
afford to advertise on their own in order to bring 
more attention to their cause. These organizations 
include: The Wauconda/Island Lake Food Pantry, 

PADS, a nd Love INC. You can choose which cause 
you want to help. Not only will it help the organiza-
tion, it‘s a tax write-off also. One space goes for 
$325 for an entire year—that 's less than $1 a day! 

Thanks for your generosity in making a diffe rence 
in the lives of many. Call our newsletter represen-
tative, Joe Stanfa, at 800-950-9952, Ext. 2651. 

 

Deborah Circle  

Deborah Circle will meet Wednesday, March 9 at 
9:30am at the home of Jo Ann Isleb, 7 Juel Drive, 

Hawthorn Woods, 540-0835. Sally Lubeno will be 
the cohostess. We will be discussing week five of 
our book, Me Myself and Lies by Jennifer Roths-
child, pages 101-123.  
 

Jo Ann Isleb, 540-0835. 
 

Sam 

Hi Folks, 
 

It's Sa m the churchmouse here with 
the news. 
 

Jimmy Kristof, a senior at Barrington 
High School, earned the Daily Herald 
all-area and all-conference honors 

for football. He is an offensive lineman and earned a 

Division I scholarship. He has made a verbal commit-
ment to play at Western Michigan University and had-
offers from Ball State, Akron a nd India na State. 
Proud parents are Jim and Debbie and proud grand-

mother is Ellen Ursin. Congratulations Jimmy! 
 

Teaming up with the Northern Illinois Scholarship 

Program as Princess Ambassador, Sarah Ulrich is 
again participating in a fund raiser for the Pa jama 
Program. Donations of new pajamas and new books 
are sought to be given to children in shelters or 

group homes or who are waiting for someone to 
adopt them. Look for the decorated boxes in the 
Gathering Place. Great job Sarah! 
 

A picture of a seagull flying overhead in Mackinaw 
City last summer taken by Mark Liddell was featured 
recently in the Daily Herald. G reat photo Mark! 
 

Ave ry Jarcik, second grader at Seth Paine Elementary,  
was featured in a photo by the Daily Herald. For the 

11th year the students worked on an assembly line at 
the annual Teddy Bear factory. The bears will be do-
nated to a summer camp for children with cancer.  
 

The Lake Zurich Courier recently featured pictures of 
the Oak Ridge Marsh Conservation Group volunteers 
clearing buckthorn from the area. One of the volun-
teers pictured was Jodi Thode. Great job Jodi! 
 

That‘s all for now. Until next time ...  

Sam  
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Celebrate Recovery  
 

A 12 step, Christ-centered recovery program for 
depression, codependency, any type of addiction—
problems with your ma rriage, etc. Call Kris Durante, 
302-0340, or visit www.celebraterecovery.com. 

Thank You 
For your special gifts! 

In memory of Art W eeks 

 Carl and Patricia Fought 

 

In memory of Esther Bozee 

Jason and Jennifer Rosenthal 
 

 

Cookbooks 
 

The Cookbook Committee would like to thank  

everyone who bought one or more of the 341 com-
memorative editions of A Count ry Cookbook VI. We 
are happy to announce that all of the copies have 
been sold. Although the venture was very success-

ful, we have decided, as a committee,  that it will 
not be reprinted. Once again, thanks to all who par-
ticipated in selling, baking samples, and all the 

work of preparing the submitted recipes, typing, 
proof reading, etc. The recipes are delicious!   
 

Barb Lindquist, Chairman 
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The Voice of Messiah 
is a monthly newsletter of Messiah Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Phone: 526-7161 • fax: 526-7184 •  e-mail: messiahluthera n@messiah-wauconda.org 
Phone numbers:  

Pastor Dawn Mass, (773) 306-8133 

Pastor Dirk van der Duim, (773) 497-3630  
Pastor Dawn Hass, (815) 404-3431 
Pastor Chuck Merkner, 526-1075    

Editor: Barb Henkel (p hone & fax), 438-3655, e-mail: barbhenk@comcast.net 

Editing by Joan Grygel, 438-7630 
Messiah‘s website can be found at www.messiah-wauconda.com 

(All phone numbers used in THE VOICE are area code 847 unless listed otherwise.) 
 

Worship Services 
Sa turday,  5pm 

Sunday,  7:30,  9 and 10:30am  
Sunday School (Children and Adults),  9 and 10:30am 
Ash Wednesday Services,  March 9,  12:30 and 7:30pm 

Wednesday Lenten Services,  7:30pm 
 

Join in the fellowship between services! 

   

     Our Featured Advertiser: 

S V CONSTRUCTION 

We Extend Our Condolences to… 
Mary Lasell at the death of her sister, Anna Bess Schott 

Deanna and Bria n DeWyze and family at the death of Bria n‘s father, Robert  

Messiah’s Family 

In Our Prayers ... 

Jules Becker Steven Janezic 
Lynn Chmiel Sue Kasula 
Penny Claiborne Jeannine Nelson 

Ester Dennis Jeanette Speciale 
Jessica Harren    

Through the Sacrament of 

Holy Baptism We Welcome … 

Kylee Elizabeth Beckman on February 5 
Martin Beckman on February 5 

Thanks for your adverti sement 
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